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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 


Dear Sir: 


Please amend the above-reference patent application as follows: 


In the Claims 


I • (Amended) A system for transmitting laser energy via a optical fiber to a surgical 

site comprising: 

a laser energy source operating at a wavelength in a range of about 1 .4 - 2.2 
micrometers; and 

[an] a flexible, elongate optical fiber for conducting laser energy firom a proximal 
end of said fiber to a surgical site at a distal end of said fiber, the proximal end being 
coupled to the output of said laser energy source, and said fiber being a silica fiber having 
a low hydroxyl ion content to reduce absorption of said laser energy during transmission 
through said fiber. 


